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SENATE BI LL 6110

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Poul sen, Mdirton, Kline and Kohl-Welles

Read first tinme 02/22/2007. Referred to Commttee on Water, Energy &
Tel ecomruni cat i ons.

AN ACT Relating to creating the office of Wshington state
climatol ogi st; and adding a new chapter to Title 43 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The office of Washington state
climtol ogi st is created.

(2) The office of Washington state climatol ogi st consists of the
director of the office, who is the state climatol ogi st, and appropriate
staff and adm nistrative support as necessary to carry out the powers
and duties of the office as enunerated in section 2 of this act.

(3) The director of the office of Washington state climatol ogi st
must be appointed jointly by the president of Wshington State
University and the president of the University of Wshington. The
of fice of Washington state climtologist is adm nistered as determ ned
jointly by these two presidents.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The office of Washington state climatol ogi st
has the followi ng powers and duti es:
(1) To serve as a credible and expert source of climte and weat her
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information for state and | ocal decision nakers and agenci es working on
drought, flooding, climte change, and other rel ated issues;

(2) To gather and dissem nate, and where practicable archive, in
the nost cost-effective manner possible, all climte and weather
information that is or could be of value to policy and deci sion nakers
in the state;

(3) To act as the representative of the state in all clinmatol ogica
and neteorological matters, both within and outside of the state, when
requested by the Ilegislative or executive branches of the state
gover nnent ;

(4) To prepare, publish, and dissemnate climte summaries for
those individuals, agencies, and organizations whose activities are
related to the welfare of the state and are affected by clinmate and
weat her;

(5 To supply critical information for drought preparedness and
energency response as needed to inplenment the state's drought
conti ngency response plan naintained by the departnment of ecol ogy under
RCW 43. 83B. 410, and to serve as a nenber of the state's drought water
supply and energency response conmttees as nay be forned in response
to a drought event;

(6) To conduct and report on studies of climte and weather
phenonena of significant soci oeconom c inportance to the state; and

(7) To evaluate the significance of natural and man-nade changes in
inportant features of the climate affecting the state, and to report
this information to those agencies and organi zations in the state who
are likely to be affected by these changes.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. Sections 1 and 2 of this act constitute a
new chapter in Title 43 RCW

~-- END ---
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